
 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 25th January 2023 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

RE: Online Social Media Usage  

We have had a number of incidents in Year 6 recently which involve the misuse of social media 

accounts such as Instagram, Snapchat and TikTok.  This is a significant concern for our school.  The age 

recommendation to use these platforms is 13 years and above; therefore, all children in primary 

school are below this age rating.  

These platforms mainly operate as a messaging app where users can communicate with each other 

using videos and images.  However, there are also other features available including private chat, 

games and voice notes. You can on some platforms create short videos that can be posted to a public 

feed.  

There have been several concerns raised in the media and to us from parents regarding the existence 

of TikTok, Snapchat and Instagram.  Some of our pupils are using TikTok, Instagram and Snapchat in a 

negative way sometimes, quite naively, even illegal ways.  Some pupil users are tagging in and/or are 

making videos which include pupil’s names and even include edited images.  This is completely without 

the permission of these people, who are in most cases, totally unaware of these videos.  Some of this 

content is malicious, insulting and hurtful.  

If you are choosing to allow your child to have access to the internet and have such accounts, then it 

is your responsibility to monitor their online activity and ensure their safety on the internet.  At 

William Byrd, we will continue to do our utmost to support parents and the children about internet 

safety and responsibility through the lesson and parent workshops that we hold each year.  

Please remember:  

 Accounts are set to ‘public by default’.  Public profiles can be viewed by anyone.  

 Even with a private account, your child’s profile information can be seen by all users.  Make 

sure your child doesn’t reveal personal information on their profile.  

We would urge you to take the time to regularly monitor your child’s phone, internet devices and any 

social media accounts that they have, as they are not at the legal age to hold one.  This is an important 

safeguarding exercise that I know all parents and carers will take seriously.  

If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact the school. 

Yours sincerely 
Ms N Edwards  
Head of School 
 


