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UNIT 1 Letter formation: l family 1
Name Date

Practise the letters in the family. 

Fill each segment with a

different letter.

Write the letter as many times 

as you can on the lines. 

UNIT 1 Letter formation: l family 1
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Name Date

Practise the letters in the family. 

Fill each segment with a

different letter.

Write the letter as many times 

as you can on the lines. 

UNIT 2 Letter formation: r family 2
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Name Date

Practise the letters in the family. Fill each segment with a different letter.

Write the letter as many times as you can on the lines. 

UNIT 3 Letter formation: c family 3
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Name Date

Practise the letters in the family. 

Fill each segment with a different letter.

Write the letter as many times 

as you can on the lines. 

UNIT 4 Letter formation: z family 4
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Name Date

Practise the letters in the family. 

Fill each segment with a

different letter.

Write the letter as many times 

as you can on the lines. 

UNIT 5 Letter formation: L family 5
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Name Date

Practise the letters in the family. 

Fill each segment with a

different letter.

Write the letter as many times 

as you can on the lines. 

UNIT 6 Letter formation: R family 6
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Name Date

Practise the letters in the family. Fill each segment with a different letter.

Write the letter as many times as you can on the lines. 

UNIT 7 Letter formation: C family 7
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Name Date

£1.50  A TICKET

IN THE SCHOOL HALL

NO PARENT HELPERS ALLOWED

SCHOOL DISCO

7–9 PM

FREE DRINKS AND SNACK BAR!

WIN EXCITING PRIZES!

WEDNESDAY 15TH NOVEMBER

Use the information to design a poster 

for the school disco.

Write the words in capitals on the poster.

UNIT 8 Letter formation: Z family and revision of capital letters 8
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Name Date

Copy this list of letters as many times as you can in 1 minute. 

Evaluation
Check that all the letters 

are properly closed! 

Comments

UNIT 9 Letter formation at speed: inappropriate closing or not closing 9

a  b  c  d  e  g  h  i  k  l  n  o  r  s  u
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Name Date

Henry VIII married 6 times. His wives were:

Catherine Howard married 1540 Anne Boleyn married 1533
Anne of Cleves married 1540 Jane Seymour married 1536
Catherine of Aragon married 1509 Katherine Parr married 1543

Add three events to the timeline for Henry VIII.

UNIT 10 Number formation: numbers 0–9 10

Henry VIII
born

1491

Evaluation
Check that all the numbers are 

correctly formed and clear to read.

1547

Henry VIII
died

Comments
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Name Date

Write the longer way of saying these short forms.

e.g. PC p¿©r>[©oún<a<l c·oúm<p©u<tæ©r

p©h<oúnÿ s©p¿©cµ[

p©l<a<nÿ e©t<c.

TV WŸ©d.

CD Ja<n.

b©i<kÿ e.g.

UNIT 11 Joining: diagonal joins 11

Evaluation
Check those diagonal joins!

Comments
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Name Date

Fill in the gaps in the table.

Evaluation
Check those horizontal joins!

UNIT 12 Joining: horizontal joins 12

singular

w>oúm<a<n

w>oßl<f

plural

gîµ[@@@¿

m<i<cœ

tì©t<h

singular

wëi<_ù

t<oúm<a<t<o

l<o+a<f

l<i<cœ

o+c·t<oúp©i

plural

Comments
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Name Date

Rewrite this list of animals in alphabetical order.  

Evaluation
Check those tricky joins 

around f, s, r, p, b! 

b©u<_‹@@@@@@@@#_@@@@@@ª›a<l<o°eµ[

gr>aƒ[µ[©h<oúp©p¿©r>[

hÿ©r¬@@r¬@i<n<gs

p©oü@@@@@[µ[©u<mƒ[

l<i<oúnÿµ[µ[@@@¿µ[

tæ©r¬@@r>a<p©i<nƒ[

r>a<b©b©i<tƒ[

h<i<p©p©oúp©o®#t<a<m<uƒ[@@@¿µ[

gi<b©b©oúnƒ[

_ù©r¬@@r}e©tƒ[

gi<r>a<_‹@@@@@@@@#_@@@ùµ[

p©a<r¬@@r>o®#tƒ[

UNIT 13 Joining: tricky joins 13

Comments
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Name Date

Copy the joke at speed.

Wh<a<t d<o yoúu c·a<l<l a m<a<n wëi<t<h a s@@@¿©a<gu<l<l oún h<iƒ[ hÿ©a<d?

Cl<i<_‹@@@@@@@@#_®@@@@@@@!!

Evaluation
Circle any letters that you have not closed well. 

Try it again.

UNIT 14 Joining at speed: inappropriate closing or not closing 14

Comments
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Name Date

Copy the poem quickly. It is part of a poem by Edward Lear. Use joined writing.

Pussy said to the Owl,

‘You elegant fowl!

How charmingly sweet you sing!

O let us be married!

Too long we have tarried:

But what shall we do for a ring?’

Evaluation
Circle these letters in your version. Copy all the different ways you have joined them.

letter variations letter variations letter variations
f s y

g t

UNIT 15 Joining at speed: variations on f, g, s, t, y 15
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Name Date

Write a noun after each adjective. Write the whole noun phrase at speed.

exotic 

juicy

bizarre 

excellent 

awful 

revolting 

fizzy

enjoyable 

awesome 

effervescent

Evaluation
Circle all the different ways you 

have joined j, v, w, x, z.

UNIT 16 Joining at speed: variations on j, v, w, x, z 16

Comments
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Name Date

Look at this list of words for 45 seconds. Try to memorise them.

a<nƒ[©w}e©r s©i<n<cœ m<oúr}e©oúv}e©r w>ax m<o+oún

oúv}e©nƒ[ s©c·a<n<nÿ©r u<nƒ[@@@¿ò©n w>a<v}e zo+oúm

Fold the paper over and write as many as you can remember.

Evaluation
Are all the letters the same size?

UNIT 17 Letter size: consistency of lower case letters 17

Write here from memory. Now copy the list quickly.

Comments
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Name Date

Write two words that are related to the word in the middle each time.

Evaluation
Circle any letters that are the wrong size.

UNIT 18 Letter size: comparison of lower case letters with and without ascenders and descenders 18

p©h<o®#t<o+gr>a<p©h<y s©u<p¿©r¬@n<a<t<u<r>a<l

t<r>a<nƒ[©p©l<a<n<ta<r>c·h<aÿ©oßl<o+gy

Comments
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Name Date

Copy the poem at speed.

A w>aƒ[ a<n Ap©p©lÿ Piÿ.

B – Bi<t i<t.

C – Cu<t i<t.

D – De©a<l<t i<t.

E – En<joúyŸ©d i<t!

F – Foúu<gh<t _@›oúr i<t.

G – Go®#t i<t!

How much further down the alphabet can you get in two minutes?

Write on a separate sheet.

Evaluation
Are all the letters the right size? 

Circle any that you need to improve.

UNIT 19 Letter size: comparison of lower case letters and capital letters 19

Comments
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Name Date

How many times can you copy this quotation from Through the Looking-Glass by 

Lewis Carroll in two minutes? 

My dÿ©a<r! I r}e©a<l<l<y m<uƒ[©t ge©t a t<h<i<n<nÿ©r p¿©n<c·i<l, I c·a<n’t m<a<n<a<ge t<h<iƒ[ oúnÿ a b©i<t; i<t wër¬@i<tæ§µ[ a<l<l m<a<n<nÿ©r o®#f t<h<i<n<gs 

t<h<a<t I d<oún’t i<n<tæ©n<d!

Evaluation
Are all the letters sitting 

on the baseline?

UNIT 20 Letter orientation: writing letters on the baseline 20

Comments
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Name Date

Add at least four new words to complete these alliterative sentences.

Evaluation
Check those ascenders and descenders! 

Circle any that you could improve.

UNIT 21 Letter orientation: ascenders and descenders 21

Ye©l<l<oúw ya<kƒ[

Pr}e©õ‹<õª<y p©yja<m<aƒ[

Fl<o+a<t<i<n<g _‹@@@@@@@@@#l<a<m<i<n<goü@@@@@[

Ji<ggl<i<n<g je©l<l<y_®@@@@iƒ[©h

Gi<ggl<i<n<g go+a<tƒ[

Comments
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Name Date

Copy the poem at speed.
’Tw>aƒ[ b©r¬@i<l<l<i<g, a<n<d t<hÿ s©l<i<t<h<y t<oúv}eµ[

Di<d gyr}e a<n<d gi<m<b©lÿ i<n t<hÿ w>a<b¿;

Al<l m<i<mƒ[©y w}e©r}e t<hÿ b©oúr>o+gr>oúv}eµ[,

An<d t<hÿ m<oúmÿ r>a<t<hƒ[ oúu<t<gr>a<b¿.

From ‘Jabberwocky’ by Lewis Carroll

Evaluation
Check the spacing between the 

letters in the words. 

Circle any you are not happy with.

UNIT 22 Spacing: between letters 22

Comments
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Name Date

Rewrite the poem by Alan Ahlberg in joined writing. Remove the hyphens and make sure

that parts of words are reconnected.  e.g. r}e©a<d – ÿ©r>[ = r}e©a<dÿ©r>[

UNIT 23 Spacing: between words 23

Comments

Sl<oúw Re©a<dÿ©r

I – a<m – i<n – t<hÿ – s©l<oúw

r}e©a<d – e©r>[ – gr>oúu<p – m<y – b©r>o®#t<h

e©r – iƒ[ – i<n – t<hÿ – _@›o+o®#t

b©a<l<l – tæ©a<m – m<y – s©iƒ[ – tæ©r

iƒ[ – a – s@@@¿©r – v}e©r – m<y

l<i<t – t<lÿ – b©r>o®#t<h – e©r – w>aƒ[

a – wëiƒ[@@@¿ – m<a<n – i<n – t<hÿ

i<n – _@›a<n<tƒ[ – c·h<r¬@iƒ[©t – m<aƒ[ – p©l<a<y

I – a<m – i<n – t<hÿ – s©l<oúw

r}e©a<d – e©r>[ – gr>oúu<p – t<h<a<t – iƒ[

a<l<l – I  - a<m – i<n – I

h<a<tæ – i<t.

Evaluation
Check the spacing

between words.

Circle any you are

not happy with.
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Name Date

Copy the proverbs:

Sl<oúw a<n<d s©tæ©a<d<y wëi<nƒ[ t<hÿ r>a<cœ.

Ma<n<y h<a<n<dƒ[ m<a<kÿ l<i<gh<t w>oúñ¡@@@@k.

Ev}e©r¬@@y c·l<oúu<d h<aƒ[ a s©i<l<v}e©r l<i<n<i<n<g.

Lo+oß@k b¿©_@›oúr}e yoúu lÿ©a<p.

To+o m<a<n<y c·o+oß@kƒ[ s©p©oúi<l t<hÿ b©r>o®#t<h.

Write two more proverbs.

Evaluation
Check those ascenders and descenders! 

Are they upright?

UNIT 24 Parallels: upright ascenders and descenders 24

Comments



© Cambridge University Press 2005Penpals for Handwriting: Y5&6

Name Date

Match the collective noun. Write the whole phrase.

a ga<gglÿ o®#f

a b©u<n<c·h o®#f

a _‹@@@@@@@@@#l<o+c·k o®#f

a s©w>a<r¬@m o®#f

a s©c·h<o+oßl o®#f

a p©a<c·k o®#f 

a p©l<a<guÿ o®#f

a hÿ©r>d o®#f

a p©r¬@i<dÿ o®#f

a _@›oúr}eµ[©t

e.g.  a b©u<n<c·h o®#f gr>a<p¿µ[

UNIT 25 Parallels: sloping ascenders and descenders 25

Evaluation 
Check those ascenders and

descenders! Are they all sloping?

w>oßl<v}eµ[

gr>a<p¿µ[

b¿òµ[

l<o+c·uƒ[©tƒ[

d<oßl<p©h<i<nƒ[

t<r}îµ[

gîµ[@@@¿

c·a<õ‹<õª<lÿ

s©hí©p

l<i<oúnƒ[

Comments
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Name Date

UNIT 26 Self-assessment: handwriting check-list 26

LLeetttteerr ffoorrmmaattiioonn

Are all your letters formed correctly?

Which letters do you form in more than one way?

Are any letters closed which should be open?

Are any letters open that should be closed?

JJooiinniinngg

Check three examples of each of these joins:

• diagonal join, no ascender

• diagonal join to ascender

• diagonal join to an anticlockwise letter

• horizontal join, no ascender

• horizontal join to ascender

• horizontal join to an anticlockwise letter

Which letters do you join in more than one way?

Which letters are consistently break letters?

SSiizzee aanndd oorriieennttaattiioonn

Are all the letters on the baseline?

Are the lower case short letters all the same size?

Are the ascenders in proportion to the rest of your writing?

Are the descenders in proportion to the rest of your writing?

Are capitals consistently sized?

SSppaacciinngg aanndd ppaarraalllleellss

Are spaces within words consistent? Are letters too close together or 

too far apart?

Are ascenders and descenders parallel?

Are spaces between words consistent? Are words too close together 

or too far apart?
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Name Date

Read this fast and fluent plea. Rewrite the information in note form.

LOST!

Haƒ[ a<n<yoúnÿ s@@@¿ò©n m<y gi<n<ge©r 

c·a<t c·a<l<lÿ©d Mo+ggy?

I h<a<v}e©n’t s@@@¿ò©n hÿ©r s©i<n<cœ yeµ[©tæ©r>d<a<y 

m<oúr¬@n<i<n<g w#hÿ©n s©hÿ w>aƒ[ aƒ[©lí©p oún m<y _®@@@@r>oún<t w>a<l<l.

Shÿ h<aƒ[ gr}î©n e©yeµ[ a<n<d a ye©l<l<oúw c·oßl<l<a<r. Shÿ l<i<kÿµ[

e©a<t<i<n<g c·r¬@iƒ[©pµ[.

If yoúu _®@@@@i<n<d hÿ©r, p©lÿ©aƒ[@@@¿ p©h<oúnÿ mÿ oún 

01234 567890.

Sa<m
Now design a poster for Moggy on the back 

of this sheet. Use presentation handwriting.

UNIT 27 Writing for different purposes: note-making, fast and fluent, presentation 27

Evaluation
How does the style of handwriting for 
notes differ from that for presentation?

Comments
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Name Date

Use sloped calligraphy to fill in the blanks on the certificate in capitals. Then copy the

whole certificate onto a different piece of paper and design the certificate border.

Evaluation
What did you find difficult about writing in this way?
When else would you use this technique?

Certificate awarded to 

for achievement in

Signed: Date:

UNIT 28 Lettering styles: capital letters 28

Comments
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Name Date

Evaluation
Remember to

check your letter

formation!

Copy the 

print alphabet.

UNIT 29 Labelling: print alphabet 29

a

b

c

d

e

f

h

i

j
k

l

m

n

o

r

s

t

u

v

w

x

z

Comments

p

g

q

y
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Name Date

Label the diagram of a flower.

Evaluation
Have you remembered to use 

the print script?

Use these words:

petal

stem

stamen

stigma

style

ovary

UNIT 30 Labelling: diagrams 30

Comments
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Name Date

Make the patterns symmetrical. 

UNIT 31 Pattern making: geometric patterns 31
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Name Date

Draw weather forecasting symbols 

on this map of Japan.

Draw fringes to show coastlines.

UNIT 32 Pattern making: symbols and maps 32

Tokyo

J a p a n

Hokkaido

Honshu

Kyushu

Shikoku

Mt Fuji

Pacific
Ocean

0

0 200 miles

200 km




