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UNIT 1

Read and then join the words.

Join the words – watch out for the break letters.
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UNIT 2
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How to join in a word: high-frequency words

Introducing the break letters: j, g, x, y, z, b, f, p, q, r, s

the t<he t<hÿ
what w#ha<t
who
that
them

blue bl<uÿ
purple
jade
soft aqua
blazing red

fawn
gold
yellow
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How to join in a word: high-frequency words

Introducing the break letters: j, g, x, y, z, b, f, p, q, r, s
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UNIT 3

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

ö©t ö©k ö©l
Finish the words, then copy them.

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

a<mÿ a<cœ
Write the rhyming words, then copy them.
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UNIT 4
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Practising diagonal join to ascender in words: ö©l, ö©t

Practising diagonal join, no ascender, in words: a_e

sw

h

c·h

st<r

c·a<mÿ
n
g
s
t

ra<cœ
sp
l
p
pl
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UNIT 3

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

ö©t ö©k ö©l
Finish the words, then copy them.

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

a<mÿ a<cœ
Write the rhyming words, then copy them.
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Practising diagonal join to ascender in words: ö©l, ö©t

Practising diagonal join, no ascender, in words: a_e

sw
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c·h
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UNIT 5

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

i<cœ i<dÿ
Write the rhyming words, then copy them.

Read the limerick. Circle then write all the oúw and oúu words.

A m<oúuse w>oß@kÿ t<hÿ proúu<d Mrs Doúw>d.
Shÿ w>as fri<gh<tæ©nÿ©d a<n<d sc·re©a<mÿ©d v}e©ry l<oúu<d.
A h<a<ppy t<h<oúu<gh<t h<i<t hÿ©r, 
To sc·a<re o®#ff t<hÿ c·ri<õ‹<õªæ©r,
Shÿ sa<t u<p i<n be©d a<n<d m<i<a<oúw}Ÿ©d.
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UNIT 6
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Practising diagonal join, no ascender, to an anticlockwise letter in words: i<cœ, i<dÿ

Practising horizontal join, no ascender, in words: oúw, oúu

m<i<cœ
r
t<w
sp
pr

sl<i<dÿ
pr
r
gl
h



Name Date
.................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Name Date
.................................................................................................................................................................................................................

UNIT 5

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

i<cœ i<dÿ
Write the rhyming words, then copy them.
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A m<oúuse w>oß@kÿ t<hÿ proúu<d Mrs Doúw>d.
Shÿ w>as fri<gh<tæ©nÿ©d a<n<d sc·re©a<mÿ©d v}e©ry l<oúu<d.
A h<a<ppy t<h<oúu<gh<t h<i<t hÿ©r, 
To sc·a<re o®#ff t<hÿ c·ri<õ‹<õªæ©r,
Shÿ sa<t u<p i<n be©d a<n<d m<i<a<oúw}Ÿ©d.
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Practising diagonal join, no ascender, to an anticlockwise letter in words: i<cœ, i<dÿ

Practising horizontal join, no ascender, in words: oúw, oúu

m<i<cœ
r
t<w
sp
pr

sl<i<dÿ
pr
r
gl
h
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UNIT 7

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

oúy oúi
Finish the words.

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

o+a o+dÿ
Finish the words, then copy them.
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UNIT 8
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Practising horizontal join, no ascender, in words: oúy, oúi

Practising horizontal join, no ascender, to an anticlockwise letter in words: o+a, o+dÿ

sp l s l

lc n

j b

a<n<nt
oúioúy

c t

c

r

f l
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UNIT 7

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

oúy oúi
Finish the words.

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

o+a o+dÿ
Finish the words, then copy them.
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Practising horizontal join, no ascender, in words: oúy, oúi

Practising horizontal join, no ascender, to an anticlockwise letter in words: o+a, o+dÿ

sp l s l

lc n

j b

a<n<nt
oúioúy

c t

c

r

f l
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UNIT 9

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

oßlÿ oßbe
Write the words, then copy them.

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

o+oß@k o+oßl
Finish the words, then copy them.
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Practising horizontal join to ascender in words: oßlÿ, oßbe

Practising horizontal join to ascender in words: o+oß@k, o+oßl

m<oßlÿ
v
st
h
w#h

roßbe
st<r
w>a<rd<r
gl
l

b

sc·h

h

p
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UNIT 9

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

oßlÿ oßbe
Write the words, then copy them.

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

o+oß@k o+oßl
Finish the words, then copy them.
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Practising horizontal join to ascender in words: oßlÿ, oßbe

Practising horizontal join to ascender in words: o+oß@k, o+oßl

m<oßlÿ
v
st
h
w#h

roßbe
st<r
w>a<rd<r
gl
l

b

sc·h

h

p
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UNIT 11

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sound.

i<r u<r e©r
Finish the words, then copy them.

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

oúr o+oúr
Choose the words, then write them.

“Wh<a<t’s tæ©a?”
Kn<i<fe a<n<d ‘.
Plÿ©ase c·l<ose t<hÿ ‘.
“A l<oún<g oúnÿ a oúnÿ?”
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Practising diagonal join to r: i<r, u<r, e©r

Practising horizontal join to r: oúr, o+oúr

g l

c·h c·h

broßt<h

p se

foúr
foúrkoúr

sh<oúrt d<o+oúr
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UNIT 11

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sound.

i<r u<r e©r
Finish the words, then copy them.

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.
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Choose the words, then write them.
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Practising diagonal join to r: i<r, u<r, e©r

Practising horizontal join to r: oúr, o+oúr

g l
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broßt<h

p se

foúr
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UNIT 13

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

u<ñ¡@@@@l i<ñ¡@@@@l i<Ñ@@t
Finish the words, then copy them.

Trace and copy the pattern. Say the sound.

e©r}e e©r}e
Finish the words, then copy them.
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Introducing horizontal join from r to ascender: u<ñ¡@@@@l, i<ñ¡@@@@l, i<Ñ@@t

Introducing horizontal join from r: e©r}e

d y

c y

sh

g

h t<h w#h

soúmÿ©w#h a<n<yw#h
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UNIT 13

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

u<ñ¡@@@@l i<ñ¡@@@@l i<Ñ@@t
Finish the words, then copy them.

Trace and copy the pattern. Say the sound.

e©r}e e©r}e
Finish the words, then copy them.

© Cambridge University Press 2003 Penpals for Handwriting: Y2

13

UNIT 14

© Cambridge University Press 2003 Penpals for Handwriting: Y2

14

Introducing horizontal join from r to ascender: u<ñ¡@@@@l, i<ñ¡@@@@l, i<Ñ@@t

Introducing horizontal join from r: e©r}e

d y

c y

sh

g

h t<h w#h

soúmÿ©w#h a<n<yw#h
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UNIT 15

Trace and copy the pattern. Say the word.

a<i<r a<i<r
Do the word sums.

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

iƒ[
d<iƒ[
Write the opposites.
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Practising joining to and from r: a<i<r

Introducing diagonal join to s: d<i<@@@µ[

a<i<r
a<i<r
a<i<r
a<i<r

p
c·h
h
f

y
y

+
+
+
+

+
+

=
=
= =
= =

iƒ[
d<iƒ[

broßt<hÿ©r
hÿ©rs
l<i<kÿ
a<gr}î
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UNIT 15

Trace and copy the pattern. Say the word.

a<i<r a<i<r
Do the word sums.

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

iƒ[
d<iƒ[
Write the opposites.
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Practising joining to and from r: a<i<r

Introducing diagonal join to s: d<i<@@@µ[

a<i<r
a<i<r
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p
c·h
h
f

y
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+
+
+
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+
+
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iƒ[
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broßt<hÿ©r
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UNIT 17

Trace and copy the pattern. Say the sound.

w>[ w>[
Sort and copy the words.

Trace and copy the pattern. Say the sound.

s©h s©h
Finish the words.
Choose one of the s©h words and write it in each space.

pu a<n<d 
spl<i a<n<d 
sc·r}e©a<m a<n<d 
c·oúu<l<d a<n<d 
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18

Introducing horizontal join to s: w>[

Introducing diagonal join from s to ascender: s©h

sounds like

c·oúw>[
sounds like

groúw>[

wëi<n<d<oúw>[
sh<oúw>[

roúw>[
e©ye©broúw>[

c·roúw>[
boúw>[

s©h<oúu<l<d
s©h<oúu<t
spl<aƒ[©h

s©h<oúv}e

Wh<i<c·h t<w>o
w>oúrdƒ[ _®@@@@i<t i<n bo®#t<h

c·oßl<u<m<nƒ[?
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UNIT 17

Trace and copy the pattern. Say the sound.

w>[ w>[
Sort and copy the words.

Trace and copy the pattern. Say the sound.

s©h s©h
Finish the words.
Choose one of the s©h words and write it in each space.
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Introducing horizontal join to s: w>[

Introducing diagonal join from s to ascender: s©h

sounds like

c·oúw>[
sounds like

groúw>[
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UNIT 19

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

s©i s©u s@@@¿ s©p s©m
Write two words which begin with each letter pattern.

Trace and copy the pattern. 

r>[ r>[
Choose one of the r>[ words and write it in each space.

Mr a<n<d Pa<ñ¡@@@@k
It’s m<i<nÿ, 
Cl<oü@@@@@[@@@¿ t<hÿ 
It’s c·o+dÿ.
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Introducing diagonal join from s, no ascender: s©i, s©u, s@@@¿, s©p, s©m

Introducing horizontal join from r to an anticlockwise letter: r>[

s©i s©us@@@¿

s©m s©p

o®#f c·oúu<r>[@@@¿
d<o+oúr>[

Moúr>[@@@¿
Mr>[
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UNIT 19

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

s©i s©u s@@@¿ s©p s©m
Write two words which begin with each letter pattern.

Trace and copy the pattern. 

r>[ r>[
Choose one of the r>[ words and write it in each space.

Mr a<n<d Pa<ñ¡@@@@k
It’s m<i<nÿ, 
Cl<oü@@@@@[@@@¿ t<hÿ 
It’s c·o+dÿ.
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Introducing diagonal join from s, no ascender: s©i, s©u, s@@@¿, s©p, s©m

Introducing horizontal join from r to an anticlockwise letter: r>[

s©i s©us@@@¿

s©m s©p

o®#f c·oúu<r>[@@@¿
d<o+oúr>[

Moúr>[@@@¿
Mr>[
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UNIT 21

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

e©a e©a<r
Sort and copy the words. Add one more in each column.

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

_‹@@@@@@@@@#l _‹@@@@@@@#õª
Sort and copy the words. Think of one more for each group.
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Practising diagonal join to an anticlockwise letter: e©a, e©a<r

Introducing horizontal join from f to ascender: _‹@@@@@@@@@#õª, _‹@@@@@@@@@#l

br}e©a<d
t<r}e©a<d

nÿ©a<r
c·lÿ©a<r dÿ©a<r

t<h<r}e©a<d
s©pr}e©a<d

fe©a<rsounds like 

hÿ©a<r

_‹@@@@@@@@@#l _‹@@@@@@@#õª

sounds like 

hÿ©a<d

_‹@@@@@@@@@#l<a<n
_‹@@@@@@@@@#l<a<r}e

l<o®#_‹@@@#@õª

_‹@@@@@@@@@#l<y

lÿ©_‹@@@@@@@#õª

o®#_‹@@@#@õªæ©n

_‹@@@@@@@@@#l<a<p
a<_‹@@@@@@@#õªæ©r
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UNIT 21

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

e©a e©a<r
Sort and copy the words. Add one more in each column.

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

_‹@@@@@@@@@#l _‹@@@@@@@#õª
Sort and copy the words. Think of one more for each group.
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Practising diagonal join to an anticlockwise letter: e©a, e©a<r

Introducing horizontal join from f to ascender: _‹@@@@@@@@@#õª, _‹@@@@@@@@@#l

br}e©a<d
t<r}e©a<d

nÿ©a<r
c·lÿ©a<r dÿ©a<r

t<h<r}e©a<d
s©pr}e©a<d

fe©a<rsounds like 

hÿ©a<r

_‹@@@@@@@@@#l _‹@@@@@@@#õª

sounds like 

hÿ©a<d

_‹@@@@@@@@@#l<a<n
_‹@@@@@@@@@#l<a<r}e

l<o®#_‹@@@#@õª

_‹@@@@@@@@@#l<y

lÿ©_‹@@@@@@@#õª

o®#_‹@@@#@õªæ©n

_‹@@@@@@@@@#l<a<p
a<_‹@@@@@@@#õªæ©r
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UNIT 23

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

_®@@@@u _®@@@@r
Read the sentence. Circle all the _®@@@@u and _®@@@@r patterns.

My _®@@@@r>a<n<t<i<c _®@@@@r¬@iÿ©n<d iƒ[ _®@@@@u<l<l o®#f _®@@@@u<n a<n<d _®@@@@r>oßl<i<cµ[.
Now write the sentence. 

Trace and copy the pattern. Say the sound.

|u |u
Finish the words, then copy them.

© Cambridge University Press 2003 Penpals for Handwriting: Y2

23

UNIT 24

© Cambridge University Press 2003 Penpals for Handwriting: Y2

24

Introducing horizontal join from f, no ascender: _®@@@@u, _®@@@@r

Introducing |u (diagonal join, no ascender)

ö©n

i<c·k

a<Ñ@@tæ©r>[

s i<rr}e©l
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UNIT 23

Trace and copy the patterns. Say the sounds.

_®@@@@u _®@@@@r
Read the sentence. Circle all the _®@@@@u and _®@@@@r patterns.

My _®@@@@r>a<n<t<i<c _®@@@@r¬@iÿ©n<d iƒ[ _®@@@@u<l<l o®#f _®@@@@u<n a<n<d _®@@@@r>oßl<i<cµ[.
Now write the sentence. 

Trace and copy the pattern. Say the sound.

|u |u
Finish the words, then copy them.
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Introducing horizontal join from f, no ascender: _®@@@@u, _®@@@@r

Introducing |u (diagonal join, no ascender)

ö©n

i<c·k

a<Ñ@@tæ©r>[

s i<rr}e©l
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UNIT 25

Trace and copy the pattern. Say the sound.

r¬@@@r¬@@@ r¬@@@r¬@@@
Read the sentence. Circle all the r¬@@@r¬@@@ patterns.

Ha<r¬@@r¬@@y pu<t t<hÿ m<a<r¬@@r>oúw oún t<hÿ ba<r¬@@r>oúw
a<n<d t<hÿ©n hÿ w>aƒ[ a<r¬@@r}eµ[©tæ©d.
Now write the sentence. 

Trace and copy the pattern. Say the sound.

[µ[ [µ[
Finish and copy the words.
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Introducing r¬@@@r¬@@@ (horizontal join, no ascender)

Introducing [µ[ (diagonal join, no ascender, to an anticlockwise letter)

c·r>o
pa
h<i
a iƒ[©t

h<i
_®@@@@u
pa
m<i i<n<g
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UNIT 25

Trace and copy the pattern. Say the sound.

r¬@@@r¬@@@ r¬@@@r¬@@@
Read the sentence. Circle all the r¬@@@r¬@@@ patterns.

Ha<r¬@@r¬@@y pu<t t<hÿ m<a<r¬@@r>oúw oún t<hÿ ba<r¬@@r>oúw
a<n<d t<hÿ©n hÿ w>aƒ[ a<r¬@@r}eµ[©tæ©d.
Now write the sentence. 

Trace and copy the pattern. Say the sound.

[µ[ [µ[
Finish and copy the words.
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Introducing r¬@@@r¬@@@ (horizontal join, no ascender)

Introducing [µ[ (diagonal join, no ascender, to an anticlockwise letter)

c·r>o
pa
h<i
a iƒ[©t

h<i
_®@@@@u
pa
m<i i<n<g
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UNIT 27

Trace and copy the pattern. Say the sound.

_‹@@@@@@@@#_®@@@@@@@ _‹@@@@@@@@#_®@@@@@@@
Finish and copy the words.

Look, say, cover, write and check the days of the week.
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Introducing _‹@@@@@@@@#_®@@@@@@@ (horizontal join to ascender)

Capital letter practice: height of ascenders and capitals

h<u
o

o

pu

s©t<u
d<i ©r}e©n<t

_‹@@@@@@@@#_®@@@@@@@

Moún<d<a<y
Tuÿµ[©d<a<y
WŸ©d<nÿµ[©d<a<y
Th<u<r>[©d<a<y
Fr¬@i<d<a<y
Sa<t<u<r>d<a<y
Su<n<d<a<y

Make sure that
capital letters are
the same height as
ascenders.

Moún<d<a<y

Sa<t<u<r>d<a<y
Remember that t is
a little bit shorter.
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.................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Name Date
.................................................................................................................................................................................................................

UNIT 27

Trace and copy the pattern. Say the sound.

_‹@@@@@@@@#_®@@@@@@@ _‹@@@@@@@@#_®@@@@@@@
Finish and copy the words.

Look, say, cover, write and check the days of the week.
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UNIT 28
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Introducing _‹@@@@@@@@#_®@@@@@@@ (horizontal join to ascender)

Capital letter practice: height of ascenders and capitals

h<u
o

o

pu

s©t<u
d<i ©r}e©n<t

_‹@@@@@@@@#_®@@@@@@@

Moún<d<a<y
Tuÿµ[©d<a<y
WŸ©d<nÿµ[©d<a<y
Th<u<r>[©d<a<y
Fr¬@i<d<a<y
Sa<t<u<r>d<a<y
Su<n<d<a<y

Make sure that
capital letters are
the same height as
ascenders.

Moún<d<a<y

Sa<t<u<r>d<a<y
Remember that t is
a little bit shorter.



Name Date
.................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Name Date
.................................................................................................................................................................................................................

UNIT 29

Choose a piece of your own handwriting.

Read the statements and fill in the table.

Practise any joins you need to improve.

Trace the name and address. Write your own name and address.
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UNIT 30
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Assessment

Assessment

Miƒ[µ[ E. Pr¬@i<n<cœ,
24, Tîzy St<r}î©t,
Fa<r¬@w}e©l<l,
Be©Ñ@@tƒ[©h<i<r}e,
BY1 9GX

YES NO
1 The letters are all formed correctly.
2 The letters all rest on the line, except for the descenders which 

hang below it.
3 The small letters are all the same size.
4 Ascenders and descenders are the same length.
5 Capital letters are not joined. They are the same height 

as ascenders.
6 Diagonal joins are all made correctly.
7 Horizontal joins are all made correctly.
8 Break letters (b, p, g, j, x, y, z) are not joined.
9 Joins to and from r, s and f are all made correctly.

10 The writing is clear and easy to read.



Name Date
.................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Name Date
.................................................................................................................................................................................................................

UNIT 29

Choose a piece of your own handwriting.

Read the statements and fill in the table.

Practise any joins you need to improve.

Trace the name and address. Write your own name and address.
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UNIT 30
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Assessment

Assessment

Miƒ[µ[ E. Pr¬@i<n<cœ,
24, Tîzy St<r}î©t,
Fa<r¬@w}e©l<l,
Be©Ñ@@tƒ[©h<i<r}e,
BY1 9GX

YES NO
1 The letters are all formed correctly.
2 The letters all rest on the line, except for the descenders which 

hang below it.
3 The small letters are all the same size.
4 Ascenders and descenders are the same length.
5 Capital letters are not joined. They are the same height 

as ascenders.
6 Diagonal joins are all made correctly.
7 Horizontal joins are all made correctly.
8 Break letters (b, p, g, j, x, y, z) are not joined.
9 Joins to and from r, s and f are all made correctly.

10 The writing is clear and easy to read.


